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Summary Statement
Evidence of the use of the site by otters has been found in the form of footprints
and sprainting in both spring and autumn. It is concluded that the site is part of an
otter territory used for regular feeding. No evidence of water voles was found, and
this species is assessed as likely absent. Badger activity was noted in Autumn.
Measures presented in the Ecological Design Strategy will allow otters (and
badgers) to continue using the beck and corridor, however, a lighting plan needs
to demonstrate that the beck and bridge crossing the road will remain dark.
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Introduction
1.

To investigate the value of Crimple Beck as a wildlife corridor and to assess the
likely effectiveness of the Ecological Design Strategy produced by Brooks
Ecological, Brooks Ecological were commissioned by Opus North to carry out
an Otter and Water vole Survey1 of Crimple Beck.

2.

Otters are afforded full protection under The Wildlife and Countryside Act
(1981)2 plus amendments, and Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2010.

3.

Under these Acts it is an offence, among others, to:
•

capture, kill, disturb or injure otters (on purpose or by not taking enough
care)

•

damage or destroy a breeding or resting place (deliberately or by not
taking enough care)

•

obstruct access to their resting or sheltering places (deliberately or by not
taking enough care)

•

possess, sell, control or transport live or dead otters, or parts of otters

4.

Otters are territorial animals with ranges of up to 35km depending upon
habitat quality. They frequent a wide range of sheltering places mostly close
to water and occupy them at varying times of the year.

5.

Water voles are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
Schedule 5 (as amended April 2008) in respect to Section 9 which makes it an
offence to:
•

intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any
structure or place used for shelter or protection;

•

intentionally or recklessly disturb water voles whilst occupying a structure
or place used for that purpose;

•

intentionally kill, injure or take water voles;

•

possess or control live or dead water voles or derivatives;

1 This Report has been prepared in September 2018 following visits to the site in April and September 2018 and
our findings are based on the conditions of the site that were reasonably visible and accessible at that date.
We accept no liability for any areas that were covered, unexposed or not reasonably visible or accessible, nor
for any subsequent alteration, variation or deviation from the site conditions which affect the conclusions set
out in this report.
2

This report does not constitute legal advice.
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6.

•

sell water voles or offer or expose for sale or transport for sale;

•

publish or cause to be published any advertisement which conveys the
buying or selling of water voles.

Water voles occupy a variety of water’s edge habitats but can also be found
away from water in some regions of the UK. Their places of shelter are normally
found within 2m of the water’s edge and comprise a series of connected
burrows with both above water and under water entrances.

Method
7.

The survey was carried out from the bank side and waters edge, where
access allowed and encompassed an area up to 5m either side of the Beck.

8.

Otter survey looked for evidence of otter in the form of:







9.

dung (spraints)
tracks (footprints)
feeding remains
otter slides (into water)
holts (underground dens)
couches (above ground sites where otters rest during the day)

Water vole survey followed Strachan (2006) and attempted to locate
evidence of water vole including:









Sightings of water vole
Water vole tunnel entrances
Water vole “lawns”
Water vole feeding stations
Water vole latrines
Waterside paths
Runs in vegetation
Water vole footprints

10. The survey was carried out on 5th of April 2018 after the river had fallen from
recent rains exposing numerous freshly deposited side bars. The survey was
carried out by a highly experienced field worker and encompassed the whole
length of the application site and 20m upstream (bank side further
downstream was not safely accessible). An autumn visit was also carried out
on the 25th September during low water conditions.
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Habitat Description
11. The site comprises a narrow river channel which has been reinforced on the
application site side by a low flood protection berm. The Beck is moderately
fast flowing with a silt and sand substrate with occasional cobble dams
creating glides and riffles. The bank sides are vegetated by a combination of
tall competitive herbaceous vegetation including a large amount of invasive
weeds, and bramble scrub. The banks have approximately 30% cover with
trees including alder, willows and hawthorn.
12. Vertical sections of the bankside are common presenting many locations
where water vole burrows would be conspicuous if present.
13. The Application Site supports low value grassland colonised since the
cessation of agriculture. Arable land lies on the opposite side of the beck from
the Application Site.
Figure 1 The character of the channel and banksides in April.
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Field Evidence
Spring
14. No evidence of water voles was found on site. A small number of holes were
seen in sections of exposed bank-side, but these were assessed as being the
casts of rotted out roots. The current likely absence of water voles was
concluded.
15. Otter evidence was found, in the form of fresh (within 24 hours) footprints on a
silt bar underneath the road bridge. No other evidence such as haul-outs
feeding remains or couches was noted.
Figure 2 Otter footprints under bridge
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Autumn
16. No evidence of water voles was found on site. Continued otter activity was
found beneath the road bridge along with a spraint on a rock shown in figure
4.
17. badger latrines were also note under the bridge. A strong badger path was
noted running the whole length of the crimple as it borders the proposed
development site.
Figure 3 Otter footprints and spraint under bridge in Autumn 2018
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Figure 4 Badger latrines under bridge in Autumn 2018

Evaluation
18. The site is assessed as being used regularly by otters which will hunt in the beck
and pass through the site using it as a corridor. It is notable however that the
most significant evidence of otter presence was located adjacent to an
exiting garden boundary which runs right up to the river.
19. No evidence of water voles has been found and they are assessed as likely
absent from this section of the Crimple.
20. Increasing badger activity suggests a growing local clan or increased
territoriality.
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Potential impacts
21. As otter presence has been concluded the following questions are asked. Will
the proposals lead to:







habitat loss or degradation in or near water bodies
habitats being severed leading to fragmentation
holts and resting places being lost
disturbance to resting otters
disturbing their usual routes (making it more likely that otters will be killed or
injured on the road)
changes to water quality which could also affect food sources

Habitat loss or degradation in or near water bodies
22. This is not likely to be felt given the presence of a buffer and an intervening
flood berm.
Habitats being severed leading to fragmentation
23. The buffering habitat as set out in the EDS is considered sufficient to shield the
beck from disturbance effects. The presence of otters already in close
association with housing shows that they are already used to human activity
and makes it unlikely that they would be prevented from using the corridor.
Holts and resting places being lost
24. Holts and resting places are not currently suspected in the areas to be directly
affected by construction. The likely sporadic nature of the use of these though
makes a pre-start resurvey advisable if any bank side work is needed.
Disturbance to resting otters
25. The risk of disturbing resting otters is not high given the assessment that the site
does not support holts or couches.
Disturbing their usual routes
26. The design does not include any barriers to stop otters passing under the road
bridge and no other design features are incorporated making it unlikely that
otters would choose to cross the road. It will be important however to ensure
that the bridge is not further illuminated by the development.
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Changes to water quality which could also affect food sources
27. Assuming that standard best practice construction runoff management is in
place, the development should not lead to a degradation in water quality.

Recommendations
28. If any work is required on the bank-side of the beck, an Ecological Clerk of
Works (ECoW) should be appointed to carry out a preconstruction survey to
check that otters are not holting or couching in areas affected by
construction.
The ECoW should carry out the survey only after the
construction footprint has been set out on the ground to clarify the working
area. Following this survey, the ECoW would be able to advise whether a
watching brief would be required to guard against potential offences. This
would be dependent upon the proximity of any suspected resting place.
29. A lighting plan for the site should be produced which shows how additional
illumination of the water course and the bridge will be avoided.

10
September 2018

Otter and Water vole Survey

Land off Harrogate Road, Spofforth

References:
WWW.Gov.UK Environmental management – guidance
Otters: surveys and mitigation for development projects: Standing advice for
local planning authorities to assess the impacts of development on otters.
December 2014.
Chanin, P. (2003) Ecology of the European Otter. Conserving Natura 2000 Rivers
Ecology Series No. 10, English Nature.
Chanin P. (2003) Monitoring the Otter (Lutra Lutra). Monitoring Natura 2000 Rivers
Ecology Series No. 10, English Nature.
Strachan, R and Jefferies, D.J (1996). Otter survey of England 1991-1994. The
Vincent Wildlife Trust.

11
September 2018

Otter and Water vole Survey

