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1.00

INTRODUCTION

1.01

Woodhall Planning and Conservation has been commissioned by ID Planning to prepare
a Heritage Statement in connection with the proposed housing development off the
south side of Harrogate Road in Spofforth. A small part of site is situated within the
Spofforth Conservation Area and there are a number of listed buildings within the
immediate vicinity.

1.02

Woodhall Planning & Conservation is a professional architectural and planning
consultancy operating in the specialised areas of historic building conservation and urban
design. The consultancy has extensive experience of building evaluations, conservation
area appraisals and management plans, historical research, public inquiry and “expert
witness” work, condition surveys, strategies for conservation and re-use, the design and
management of repair and conversion projects and conservation legislation.

1.03

This Statement is necessary as Section 72(1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 indicates that special attention shall be paid to the
desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of conservation
areas. Section 66(1) of the same Act indicates that special regard shall be given to the
desirability of preserving a listed building or its setting.

1.04

The Development Plan comprises the saved polices of the Harrogate Local Plan 2004
and the Core Strategy 2009. The following historic environment and design policies are
relevant to the redevelopment of the site:
 Policy HD3 of the Local Plan – this states that development which has an
adverse effect on the character and appearance of a conservation area will not
be permitted.
 Policy HD20 of the Local Plan – this relates to proposals for development and
redevelopment and sets out various design principles to be followed and states
that development contrary to these design principles will not be permitted.
 Policy SG4 of the Core Strategy - this policy relates to the design and impact of
settlement growth. It sets out various criteria for new development including
that it should be well integrated with and complementary to neighbouring
buildings and the spatial qualities of the local area and appropriate to the form
and character of the settlement.
 Policy EQ2 of the Core Strategy - relates to the Natural and Built Environment
and Green Belt. It identifies priority measures to protect and enhance the
District’s natural and built environment which include the need to ensure that
new development incorporates high quality locally distinctive design.

1.05

One of the twelve core planning principles set out in paragraph 17 of the National
Planning Policy Framework (the ‘Framework’) is to, ‘Conserve heritage assets in a manner
appropriate to their significance ….’ Section 12 of the Framework (paragraphs 126 to
141) sets out general policies relating to the historic environment and further guidance
is provided in the online Planning Policy Guidance. Heritage assets are defined in Annex
2 of the Framework as:
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A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a degree of
significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage
interest. Heritage assets includes designated heritage assets and assets identified by
the local planning authority (including local listing).
In Annex 2 of the NPPF ‘Significance (for heritage policy)’ is defined as,
The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage
interest. That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic.
Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its
setting.
This Annex also provides a definition of archaeological interest.
1.06

Paragraphs 133 and 134 of the Framework make a distinction between proposals that
will lead to ‘… substantial harm to or total loss of significance ….’ of a designated heritage
asset (paragraph 133) and proposals which will have ‘… less than substantial harm ….’
(paragraph 134). Paragraph 135 relates to the impact of proposed developments upon
non-designated heritage assets.

1.07

Paragraph 137 of the Framework indicates that:
Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new development within
Conservation Areas … to enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals that
preserve those elements of the setting that make a positive contribution to or better
reveal the significance of the asset should be treated favourably.

1.08

Paragraph 138 of the Framework states that:
Not all elements of a … Conservation Area will necessarily contribute to its
significance. Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive contribution
to the significance of the Conservation Area … should be treated either as substantial
harm under paragraph 133 or less than substantial harm under paragraph 134, as
appropriate, taking into account the relative significance of the element affected and its
contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area … as a whole.

1.09

The national Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) contains guidance on conserving and
enhancing the historic environment. It sets it in the context of the Framework’s drive
to achieve sustainable development and the need for appropriate conservation of
heritage assets. It identifies that any decisions relating to listed buildings and their
settings and conservation areas must address the statutory considerations of the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as well as the relevant
policies in the Framework and the Local Plan.

1.10

The assessment is based on a site visits in July 2017. Harrogate Borough Council has
prepared an appraisal of Spofforth Conservation Area and this report makes use of that
document.

1.11

An Archaeological Desk Based Assessment has been prepared by AOC Archaeology
and this contains a search of the North Yorkshire Historic Environment Records (HER).
This assessment states there are no non-designated heritage assets within the proposed
site.
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2.00

THE SITE AND ITS CONTEXT

2.01

This section of the assessment considers the nature of the site of the proposed
development (the Site) and its surroundings.

2.02

The Site
The site is located off the south side of Harrogate Road at the eastern end of the village
(see Photos. 1, 2 & 3). The site comprises former agricultural land located to the west
of the River Crimple and at the time of the site visit in July the land was a meadow with
very tall grass. There are trees, hedgerows along the field boundaries and river bank.

2.03

Part of the northern boundary adjacent to Harrogate Road is defined by a low stone
wall whilst the remainder of the northern boundary is defined by the timber fence
associated with the modern bungalow adjacent to the site boundary. The eastern
boundary is defined by a hedgerow and trees located adjacent to the River Crimple, the
southern boundary is defined by hedgerows, whilst the south-west boundary is defined
by a variety of boundary treatments associated with the houses along East Park Road.
The western boundary is defined by a hedgerow.

2.04

Public views to the site are possible from Harrogate Road immediately adjacent to the
northern boundary. In these views the modern bungalow and two storey Massey Fold
development dominate the view (see Photo. 4). Long distance views to the south-west
corner of the proposed site from Harrogate Road looking south across the paddock
area (to the south-west of Chantry House and Massey Garth) are largely obscured by
tree and hedgerows in the foreground (see Photo. 5).

2.05

From the higher ground to the north and east, views to the site are partly obscured by
the trees and hedgerow along the eastern boundary of the site adjacent to the River
Crimple. In these views the site is read against a backdrop of the modern and historic
building located off the High Street. Views to the site from within the designated area
along the High Street are limited to those in between existing buildings. In these views,
the hedgerows along the western boundary of site can be seen, with agricultural land in
the foreground and in the distance, the agricultural land on the higher ground to the
east forms the backdrop.

2.06

Views towards the northern end of the site (predominantly the area included within the
designated area) are possible from the elevated grounds of the Grade II* listed Church
of All Saints. This view is framed by the Massey Fold development and The Barn located
on the north side of Harrogate Road. From the churchyard the Massey Fold
development obscures views to the remainder of the site.

2.07

The Surroundings
Within the immediate vicinity of the site, there are two listed buildings (refer to
Appendix A for list entry descriptions):
 Church of All Saints
 Chantry House and Massey Garth
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2.08

The Church of All Saints is listed Grade II* is located to the north-west on the north
side of Harrogate Road (see Photo. 7) and the Grade II listed Chantry House and
Massey Garth are located to west on the south side of Harrogate Road (see Photo. 9).

2.09

To the north on the opposite side of Harrogate Road is a two storey cottage, with
further two storey development beyond. To the north-west is a modern bungalow and
the two storey Massey Fold development. To the east, beyond the river Crimple is
agricultural land that gently rises to high ground around the A661 and Deighton Road.
To the south is Ginny Greenholes Play Area & Nature Reserve. To the west is
agricultural land and further west are two storey buildings located off High Street (see
Photos. 11 & 12).

2.10

2.11

Conservation Area
Harrogate Borough Council has prepared a character appraisal for the Spofforth
Conservation Area. The boundary of the designated area, is drawn around the historic
core of Spofforth and includes buildings located along High Street, Harrogate Road and
includes Spofforth Castle (a Scheduled Ancient Monument) at the northern end of the
village.
The Council’s appraisal states:
The most substantial and most important buildings, from an architectural point of view,
are the castle, the church and the Old Rectory. Although these and the other listed
buildings are the structures of most architectural merit, the overall character of Spofforth
is also dependent upon and inseparable from numerous other buildings. These are the
vernacular cottages, farm buildings, and outbuildings.
Buildings are orientated parallel to the main street (with the exception of the modern
housing developments) and the majority are fairly small with relatively narrow (depth)
buildings with gabled roofs. Cottages and houses are two storey and predominantly
detached, with modest frontages, usually wide enough to accommodate one room either
side of a central doorway. Single storey outbuildings or barns are common features…
Due to the layout and topography of the village and the nature of the gently curving
roads that run through it, views tend to be ‘contained’ within the village…From the
churchyard there are views of the village, of the farmland to the east and of Wetherby to
the south.
Views of the surrounding countryside open up along the roads out of the village. The
undulating landform is scattered with various blocks of woodland that interrupt views
across an otherwise open landscape.

2.12

The designated area has been divided into 3 character areas and part of the site is
located in Village Green and its environs character area:
The triangular village green provides a local focal point in this part village. The green is
well defined by the three roads and enclosed by buildings and stone walls on each side.
Fortunately the edges of the green have not yet suffered erosion from vehicular
movements. There are five mature trees on the green, which add to the rural character
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of the village. There is also a bench, which enables residents and visitors alike to enjoy
the tranquility of this area. The siting of the green is unusual, not at the heart of the
village as is commonly the case, rather it is set behind properties fronting the main
village street and is therefore obscured from view. An element of surprise, the green
comes into view on descending Church Hill and curving round the gentle bend of Church
Lane off Castle Street. To the north, the green is enclosed by the change in topography
as the land rises. The eastern corner of the green is enclosed by the Old Barn, the gable
end of which abuts Church Lane On the south east side of the green is the Anglican
church of All Saints and the Old Rectory. This is typical of traditional village greens which
usually have a pub, shop or church in the immediate vicinity.
To the west, detached properties are enclosed by traditional stone walls. The green and
its environs are fundamental to the character and form of the village and significant to
the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.
2.13

Historic development
The appraisal of the conservation area prepared by the Harrogate Borough Council
provides an excellent overview of the designated area:
The original name for Spofforth seems to have been Spotford, probably meaning “the
ford near the plot of land”. However, there are several variants of the name in
Norman documents.
After the Norman Conquest the manor of Spofforth was acquired by the Percy family
who, by the beginning of the fourteenth century, had built the castle, obtaining a licence
in 1308 to crenellate. The Percys were on the losing side of the Battle of Towton in
1461 and afterwards the castle was partly destroyed. By the middle of the sixteenth
century it had been rebuilt, probably in the form of a fortified house. Ruins are all that
remain today. The oldest visible part of the property is the thirteenth century undercroft
to the hall, which is built against a rocky outcrop and there is a fourteenth century two
storey chamber to the north west corner. The southern part of the castle site was cut by
the building of the railway in the mid-nineteenth century.
Although the church is of Norman origin, it was largely rebuilt in a Norman Revival style
in 1855. In 1224, a licence was granted for a weekly market in the ‘town of Spofforth’,
and the presumed medieval settlement occupied the tangle of narrow lanes and the
wider castle street between the church and the castle.
The York and North Midland Railway from Tadcaster to Spofforth was opened on
August 10, 1847 and the line was extended to Harrogate in May 1848. Spofforth
station was situated on the branch line from Harrogate to Church Fenton and the line
joins the main Leeds North Eastern route at Crimple Viaduct. The railway construction
created a very large embankment across the valley next to the castle and substantially
changed the appearance of this part of the village.
Up until the Second World War, the village supported a number of independent
tradesmen including farmers, licensed victuallers, shopkeepers, tailors, shoemakers,
joiners, millers and blacksmiths. Although agriculture is still the main vocation of the
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village, only a minority of workers are engaged in it today, rather the majority of the
residents of working age commute to Harrogate, Wetherby, York and Leeds.
2.14

The Site and its immediate surrounding
The 1890 Ordnance Survey map illustrates the majority of the field boundaries that are
present on site today. At this date the village had been laid out in its current form and
the railway line had been built around the south-west side of the village.

2.15

By 1909, there was no change to the site itself but there had been a number of small
scale infill developments around the village.

2.16

During the second half of the twentieth century the railway line closed and new housing
was constructed around the station area and around the East Park Road area to southwest of the site. A large housing estate was built to the north of the church and a
number infill developments were also built around the village.

2.17

During the twenty first century the Massey Garth development and a bungalow were
built adjacent to the north-west boundary of the site.
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3.00

SIGNIFICANCE

3.01

This section of the assessment considers the nature of the site and the contribution that
it makes to its context, particularly its contribution to the significance of the Spofforth
Conservation Area.

3.02

In Annex 2 of the Framework ‘Significance (for heritage policy)’ is defined as:
The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage
interest. That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic.
Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its
setting.
This Annex also provides a definition of archaeological interest.

3.03

Paragraph 138 of the Framework indicates that:
Not all elements of a … Conservation Area will necessarily contribute to its
significance. Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive contribution
to the significance of the Conservation Area … should be treated either as substantial
harm under paragraph 133 or less than substantial harm under paragraph 134, as
appropriate, taking into account the relative significance of the element affected and its
contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area … as a whole.

3.04

In addition, paragraphs 8 to 10 of the Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in
Planning Note 2, prepared by Historic England indicate that there are three elements
that need to be understood in considering the significance of a heritage asset:
 the nature of the significance;
 the extent of that significance;
 the level of significance.

3.05

It is considered that the Spofforth Conservation Area is of significance primarily because
of its archaeological, architectural and historic interest. The archaeological and historic
interest is as a result of its development from the twelfth century through to the
present day. The architectural interest is in the variety of historic buildings that survive,
primarily those that pre-date the twentieth century.

3.06

The Conservation Area Appraisal prepared by the Council identifies that the fabric that
holds this interest around the Site is primarily the layout of the roads, the listed
buildings, the unlisted buildings that pre-date the twentieth century and its countryside
setting.

3.07

In addition, the northern end of the site is identified as an important open space that
includes landmark trees and an important view south across the site from Harrogate
Road is identified within the appraisal of the designated area prepared by the Council.

3.08

In terms of its level of importance, the Spofforth Conservation Area is considered to be
of local significance.
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3.09

Archaeological
The AOC Desk-based archaeological assessment states that given the site has been used
as open fields since at least 1864 an in all probability since the mediaeval period, there is
a low to moderate potential for archaeological remains on the site.

3.10

Architectural
There are no features of architectural interest within the Site.

3.11

Artistic
There are no features of artistic interest within the Site.

3.12

3.13

Historic
The site has been used as agricultural land that forms part of the wider rural setting to
the village and is therefore of some historic interest. In addition, the low stone wall
along Harrogate Road is also of some historic interest.
Summary
The open area at the northern end of the site (within the designated area) and low
stone wall along Harrogate Road contribute to the character and appearance of the
Spofforth Conservation Area.
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4.00
4.01

4.02

4.03

IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
The Proposal
The proposed outline planning application is illustrated on site layout drawing SK12B
prepared by Ellis Healy Architecture. This shows an access road off Massey Garth, an
area of open space adjacent to Harrogate Road (within the Conservation Area) and a
variety of detached and semi-detached housing laid out across the remainder of the site
(four houses are located within the Conservation Area). It is understood the proposed
housing would be two storeys in height with pitched roofs.
Impact on the surrounding listed buildings
This assessment of the impact of setting makes use of methodology set out in the
Historic England document Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning –
Note 3 - The Setting of Heritage Assets. However, Step 5 (weighing the harm against
the public benefits) has been omitted as this is a matter for the decision maker.
Church of All Saints
Step 1 – Identify the heritage asset
This Grade II* listed Church and its churchyard is located on the north side of
Harrogate Road and sits on elevated ground above the highway (see Photo. 7). It was
re-built in the mid-nineteenth century, but the tower dates from the fifteenth century
and interior has twelfth century remains. It is constructed in coursed gritstone, with a
pitched graduated Westmorland slate roof. The west tower has 4 stages, with off-set
diagonal buttresses, a clock face and a battlemented parapet. It is considered that the
significance of this listed building is the result of its architectural and historic interest,
and that it is of national importance.

4.04

Step 2 – Assessment of setting
The immediate setting of this building is provided by its churchyard (including trees) that
is defined by stone walls. The wider setting is formed by a variety of historic buildings
located in the village together with the recently built Massey Fold residential
development.

4.05

In view of the way in which the surroundings have changed since it was originally
constructed, particularly during the twenty first century, it is considered that only the
buildings that pre-date the twentieth century contribute to its significance together with
agricultural land that surrounds the village.

4.06

Views towards the northern end of the site (predominantly the area included within the
designated area) are possible from the elevated grounds of the Grade II* listed Church
of All Saints. This view is framed by the Massey Fold development and The Barn located
on the north side of Harrogate Road (see Photo. 8). From the churchyard the Massey
Fold development obscures views to the remainder of the site.

4.07

Step 3 – Effect of the proposed development
The proposal comprises an area of open space adjacent to Harrogate Road and a variety
of detached and semi-detached housing laid out across the remainder of the site. It is
understood the proposed housing would be two storeys in height with pitched roofs.
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4.08

The proposed development would retain an element of open space adjacent to
Harrogate Road that contributes to the significance of the Church, whilst the remainder
of the site would be developed for housing. It is likely that some of the proposed
housing could be viewed from south-west corner of the churchyard and would
therefore alter a small part of the current agricultural setting to the Church. However,
the majority of the new housing would be screened from view by the Massey Fold
development and other historic buildings located opposite church on the south side of
Harrogate Road.

4.09

It is therefore considered that the new development would not have an adverse impact
on the significance of the listed building.

4.10

4.11

Step 4 – Maximising enhancement and minimising harm
The proposed re-development does not provide any opportunity to enhance the setting
(and thus the significance) of the Church of All Saints. Also, as no harm has been
identified (see 4.09 above) there is no need to consider its minimisation.
Chantry House and Massey Garth
Step 1 – Identify the heritage asset
The Grade II listed Massey Garth and Chantry House are two houses of eighteenth and
nineteenth century date with thirteenth century remains and are located off the south
side of Harrogate Road, behind a long access drive and garden area (see Photo. 9). The
houses are orientated in south-west/north-east direction. They are two storeys in
height constructed in coursed gritstone with a pitched Westmorland slate and twentieth
century pantile roof respectively. The two houses comprise three parallel ranges, the
central range with thirteenth century features being part of Massey Garth, the rear
ranges belonging to Chantry House. It is considered that the significance of these listed
buildings is the result of its architectural and historic interest, and that it is of national
importance.

4.12

Step 2 – Assessment of setting
The immediate setting of the two houses is provided by their garden area (including
trees) and their low stone garden walls. The wider setting is formed by the Church to
the north, historic housing and the Massey Garth development to the east. To the
west, on the south side of Harrogate Road is a paddock area and to the south is
agricultural fields defined by hedgerows and isolated trees.

4.13

In view of the way in which the surroundings have changed since it was originally
constructed, particularly during the twenty first century, it is considered that the only a
few attributes of its setting contribute positively to its significance. These are primarily,
its relationship to the adjacent Grade II* Church of All Saints, the paddock area to the
west and agricultural fields to the south.

4.14

Step 3 – Effect of the proposed development
The proposal comprises an area of open space adjacent to Harrogate Road and a variety
of detached and semi-detached housing laid out across the remainder of the site. It is
understood the proposed housing would be two storeys in height with pitched roofs.
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4.15

The proposed development would be located on part of the agricultural fields that from
part of the setting to the houses. However, views to the new housing would be across
intervening agricultural land and would be partially obscured by the intervening
landscaping. Elevated views from the upper floors of the houses to the proposed
development would be possible.

4.16

It is therefore considered that the new development would not have an adverse impact
on the significance of the listed building.

4.17

4.18

Step 4 – Maximising enhancement and minimising harm
The proposed re-development does not provide any opportunity to enhance the setting
(and thus the significance) of the Church of All Saints. Also, as no harm has been
identified (see 4.16 above) there is no need to consider its minimisation.
Impact on the Spofforth Conservation Area
The proposed development would have a direct impact on the Spofforth Conservation
Area through the introduction of an access road and housing on part of the area
identified as important open space within the appraisal prepared by the Council. This
would result in some harm to the designated area, but the retention of some open
space would provide a degree of mitigation.

4.19

The remainder of the site is located outside the designated area and is therefore located
within its setting. In views from the east the agricultural setting will be retained to the
east of Crimple Beck. The beck and its associated vegetation forms a natural ‘boundary’
to the village. Between the beck and the buildings on the High Street, the meadows
closest to the village have trees/hedgerows along their boundaries so that there is a
sense of ‘layering’ of open space/vegetation with the buildings beyond. This character
will be altered by the development of the site and would cause some harm to
significance of the designated area. However, the impact could be reduced by
reinforcing the landscaping along the Crimple Beck and the provision of additional
landscaping within the development.

4.20

Views east from within the designated area along High Street are limited. Where views
to the site are possible it is considered that the proposed development would be read
with meadows in the foreground and a backdrop of agricultural fields. Views south from
Harrogate Road across the paddock area towards the new development would be
largely restricted by the intervening landscaping which could be enhanced to provide
appropriate mitigation. Views from Harrogate Road adjacent to the northern boundary
of the site would be altered by the proposed development. However, in these views
the proposal would be read against the backdrop of modern development around
Massey Fold with the other twentieth century housing to the south of the designated
area in the distance.

4.21

The proposed development would have a direct impact on the designated area through
the introduction of an access road and housing on part of the site located in the
designated area. The development of the remainder of the site located within the
setting of the designated area would cause some low level harm to the significance of
the designated area.
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5.00

CONCLUSIONS

5.01

As indicated in 1.01 above, this Heritage Statement has been prepared in connection
with the proposed outline planning application for housing development off the south
side of Harrogate Road in Spofforth. Part of the Site is situated within the Spofforth
Conservation Area and there are a number of listed buildings within the immediate
vicinity.

5.02

The northern end of the site is identified as an important open space that includes
landmark trees and an important view south across the site from Harrogate Road is
identified within the appraisal of the designated area prepared by Harrogate Borough
Council. In addition, it is considered that the stone wall along Harrogate Road is also of
historic interest. The proposed development would have a direct impact on the
designated area through the introduction of an access road and housing on part of the
site located in the designated area. This would result in some harm to the designated
area, but the retention of some open space would provide a degree of mitigation. With
regard to the National Planning Policy Framework, we consider that this would be less
than substantial harm to the significance of the Conservation Area as a whole. This harm
should be weighed against the public benefits of the proposal by the decision maker.

5.03

The remainder of the site is located outside the designated area and is therefore located
within its setting. Development of the remainder of the site would cause some harm to
the significance of the designated area. However, as noted in paragraphs 4.19 & 20
above, views to the site are limited from within the designated area and this harm can
mitigated to an extent by additional landscaping. Where views are possible towards the
site from outside the designated area, the new development would read against the
backdrop of the existing buildings in the village. With regard to the National Planning
Policy Framework, we consider that this would be less than substantial harm to the
significance of the Conservation Area as a whole. This harm should be weighed against
the public benefits of the proposal by the decision maker.

5.04

The development of land that forms part of the wider setting of the the Grade II* listed
Church of All Saints and the Grade II listed Chantry House and Massey Garth would
cause some harm to significance of these designated assets. With regard to the National
Planning Policy Framework, we consider that the proposal would result in less than
substantial harm to the significance of the designated heritage assets. This harm should
be weighed against the public benefits of the proposal by the decision maker.

S:\2327 Opus Land\2 Harrogate Road, Spofforth\Reports\Heritage Statement - final 7.9.17.doc

12

APPENDIX A
List Entry Descriptions
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CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS, HARROGATE ROAD
Grade: II*
Date first listed: 30-Mar-1966
Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.
Church. C15 tower and late C12 remains in interior, otherwise rebuilt 1855 by J W Hugall for
Rev James Tripp, Rector. Coursed gritstone, graduated Westmorland slate roof. Rebuild in
Norman Revival style. West tower, nave of 5 bays, north and south aisles, south porch, chancel
of 2 bays. The west tower has 4 stages, Perpendicular windows, off-set diagonal buttresses,
clock, battlemented parapet. Nave clerestory and aisles have round-headed lancet windows with
hoodmoulds and pilaster strips. Nave south door has much-restored beak-head decoration.
Chancel has similar windows and blind arcading. East window of 3 lancets. Interior: north aisle
arcade of quatrefoil piers and single-step arches, zig-zag ornamentation under the 2 western
arches. South arcade has 3 circular and 1 octagonal pier. Chancel arch (late C12) has hollow
chamfers with billets. Monument in north wall of chancel to Sir Robert de Plumpton, died
c1323, has the figure of a Knight, under a cusped recess. An engraving in the tower shows the
church c1854, before restoration.
Listing NGR: SE3646451079
CHANTRY HOUSE, MASSEY GARTH, HARROGATE ROAD
Grade: II
Date first listed: 30-Mar-1966
Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.
2 houses. C18 and C19 with C13 remains. Coursed gritstone, Westmorland slate and C20
pantile roofs. 2 storeys, 3 parallel ranges, the central range with C13 features being part of
Massey Garth, the rear range belonging to The Chantry house, both with lower eaves. Massey
Garth: 3 bays. C19 facade with C20 porch and 16-pane sashes. Chantry House: 3 bays with
central round-arched doorway with hollow mouldings and C20 columns flanked by 20-pane sash
windows with side-sliding sashes over. Interior: the partition wall between front and rear ranges
of Massey Garth has a blocked round-headed arch with paired attached columns. A blocked
round-headed arch also in the rear wall of the rear range, but visible only from Chantry House.
The structure of the middle range is therefore probably the remains of the house of a Chantry
Priest attached to Spofforth church (qv).
Listing NGR: SE3649850990
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APPENDIX B
Photographs
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Photo. 1

View south-west across the site from Harrogate Road

Photo. 2

View south-east across the site from Harrogate Road

Photo. 3

View north-west from within the site

Photo. 4

View south-west along Harrogate Road towards the site

Photo. 5

View north-east towards the site between buildings on High Street.

Photo. 6

View north-west across the site from the Ginny Greenholes
Playground

Photo. 7

View of the Grade II* Church of All Saints

Photo. 8

View south-east from churchyard towards the northern end of the site

Photo. 9

View towards the Grade II listed Chantry House and Massey Garth

from Harrogate Road

Photo. 10

View of the north across paddock from Harrogate Road with site
beyond tree belt

Photo. 11

Buildings at the junction of High Street and Harrogate Road

Photo. 12

Buildings on the south side of High Street

